PL-l Prospective Mutual Aid Club Newsletter # 1 5 August, 1966

Dear PL-1 Builder,

We recently purchased PL-1l drawings serial 194. We have budlt a work-
shop and completed our form blocks. We.have also bought our supply
of aluninum sheet. In short, we are ready to start making an airplane-

Lets face it. The PL-1 drawings are very complete and at times a bit
confusing. We have also come up againgt the problem of fabricating
the spar caps, making fiberglass tips, getting parts for the shocks,
and rounding up the bits end pieces. The builders of the Thorp T-18
solved thelr problem by forming a rmutual self-help club. Thegy exchange
ideas and sources for materials, hire out the tough chores in lots of
100, and publish a nonthly Newsletter. We think this is the way to
get more PI-1 aircraft out of the thinking stage and into the air-
borne stage.

So, please consider this the first issue of the mutual aid club news-
letter. At the end of this issue, you will find a questionairre we
will use as the basis for determining whether or not there is enough
PL-1l activity to warrant continuing the club and Newsletter. ILu
Sunderland of Appalachia, NY heads up the T-18 club and passed along
some dope on running a Newsletter:

1., FPile each member by plans serial number and cross index by nane,
2. One dollar per year per member will handle the mimeo and postage.
3. Try to answer only questions of general interest to all menbers.
4. Members should always enclose self-addressed envelopes, stauped,
for easier replies.

5. The club will only work if everyome building a FL-1l helps with
information on scwes, etc.

We have found the following scurces for some of the tough items:

SHEET METAL: we bought all of our sheet materials including the odd
lots from R.C. Baker, route 8, Maryville, Tenn. He gave us a very
goed price.

HEAT TREAT: Dick Schreder who operates Bryan Aireraft, Bryan Airport,
Bryan, Ohio will heat treat your aluninum formings. He says it costs
$15,00 to bring the oven up to heat. He then charges $#6.00 per hour
and estimates it would take 6 hours to heat treat and straighten 75
pieces such as wing ribs. If you send hin materials, we suggest that
it be sent in a reuseable carton to nake the return easier, We also
suggest that you write him before sending anything. Can any of you
give any other heat treat sources?

HARDWARE KITS: Sport Aero says they will make up PL-1l hardware kits
if 25 builders indicate they would buy one. 25 builders make it
econonically feasible.

Now on to the tough items with PlL-l. We can get a machine shop to
mill out the spar caps but the price would depend on quantity. Like-
wise on canopies and shock struts. What we PL-1l builders need is a
count on these tough items. It is a fact that the only way to handle
these are on a business-like basis. What we would like to do is go



to a Machine Shop and order 25-50 of the item then hand them a total
check for the work. The 7-18 Club has done this by offering a sub-
scription with a ternination date. Zach builder desiring the item
sends one nember a check and the one member with the best source or
nachinist takes care of the whole deal including collecting the parts
and shipping. ‘

Also, if one menber has a special skill such as making fiberglass
tanks, it works better if he simply nakes them and sells them (with
some advance dope on how many will want the item); rather than tryng
to trade off with other members. This simplifies the menmbers accounting

Assuning that there are enocugh builders with an active projeet, this
Newsletter will continue. We figure it would take 50 active FPIL-1
builders to make this Club and Newsletter worthwhile. Now, if we do
get that many, is there a2 member with a typewriter and mimeo (and
enough time) who would like to take over as President?

Please fill out the following form and return to:
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Plans serial number:

Name :

Street:

City/state:

Z2IP:

My PL-1 project is (circle): drdpped or conpleted.
percent

Target completion date for my PL-1 is: .-

I would be interested in forming this mutual aid club: yes no.
If your project is dropped, and yoﬁ want to sell your parts, plecase
send a list.

If you have a skill %o conﬁribute, technical info to have printed
in the Newsletter, sources for hard-to-find items, please attach a
dope sheet as you want it printed to this form.
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Thats it for the first issue. If we get 50 active repliesg, another
issue will come out in about a nonth. We will then ask for a buck
fron each of you to handle publishing for the first year.

Thanks,

Bill



